Decigons fewer but faster

Pbnningapplications

In the first quarter of 2006 dis-
trict planning authorities in Engand
receid 167 thousand applications
for planning permission and other
related consents. Thisistwo per cent
lower than in the corresponding
peiod in 2005 and reflects achan@
from the long term trend of growth
in the numbes of planning applica
tions.

Outside Landon and the Saith
Eastthe number of planning appli-
cations deaeased comparedwith
the same quarter a year ago.The
lamest decreases wetre in the North
West and theWest Midlands (both 8
per cent). PFanning applicaions in

London and the South East were
respectivgltwo and one per cent
higher than the same period in 2005.

Pbnning decisons

Distiict planning authorities
macde 134 thousand planning deci-
sionsin thefirst quarter of 2006; five
per cent lower than ayear earlier.

All regons saw a decrease in the
number of dedsions. Householder
decisions decreased by seven per
cent from 69,500 to 64,800 and
acoount for 48 per cent of all deci-
sions Decisions on new dwelling
applicationdyoth major and minor
sitesreduced from 19,800 to 18,900
and account for 14 per cent of the

Plaming decisions granted & decidedin 8 weeks and percentagof

decisions delegated (DCLGTable 7)
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LondonBoroughs = S
City of London 802 100
Barking and Dagenham 797 78
Barnet 3,907 78
Bexley 2,100 77
Brent 2,970 70
Bromley 3,817 75
Camden 3,095 84
Croydon 3,391 68
Ealing 3,028 72
Enfield 3,037 71
Greenwich 2,050 70
Hackney 1,753 65
Hammersmith and F 2,033 84
Haringey 1,930 63
Harrow 2,697 74
Havering 2,527 72
Hillingdon 2,801 65
Hounslow 2,594 68
Islington 1,866 71
Kensington and Chelsea 2,467 88
Kingston upon Thames 2,337 72
Lambeth 2,700 68
Lewisham 2,030 83
Merton 2,058 88
Newham 1,415 71
Redbridge 3,706 65
Richmond upon Thames 3,417 79
Southwark 1,809 67
Sutton 1,613 77
Tower Hamlets 1,050 89
Waltham Forest 1,635 75
Wandsworth 3,256 85
City of Westminster 6,990 86

Source DCLG (www.communities.gov.uk)
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83 ! 182100 84 91
91 166 83 90 85
84 | 839 79 82 89
%0 ! 459 74 87 90
85 687 72 83 92
87 | 874 74 89 89
89 ! 663 89 90 97
81 772 68 76 91
78 716 76 79 94
88 ! 904 70 93 95
87 438 67 87 94
72 396 69 76 91
85 ! 485 89 86 96
87 415 63 87 94
86 607 76 81 88
95 ! 551 76 97 95
82 595 65 82 88
82 578 67 83 90
66 ! 498 67 73 88
9 585 89 90 94
89 498 72 93 92
82 ! 592 71 78 91
75 519 79 79 93
89 468 83 91 96
79 1 358 70 77 92
87 716 63 89 90
83 870 77 82 90
68 ! 445 66 68 89
89 353 76 88 94
80 210 91 73 95
78 ! 346 74 76 94
85 1 782 86 81 82
80 | 1,53986 77 91

* incompletedata

total.

Applications granted

82 per cent of dedsions we re
granted in the first quarter of 2006.
This figue remains unchangd from
the same period in 2005 although it
has declined by around five percent
age points over the last five yeas.
Appioval rates acrossthe regions
ranged from 76 per cent in London
to 89 per cent in the North East.

Speed of decision

In the fird quater of 2006, 81
per cent of all planning dedsions
we re made within eight weeks,
three percentag points higher than
a the same period ayear ago.

In Jaruary to March 2006, dect
sions we re made quickest in the
North West,East Midlands, and
Lordon (each 83 per cent within
eight weeks)Authoities made 91

per cent of al decisons within 13
weeks in Jaruary to March 2006,
two percentag points higher than
in Aruary to March 2005.

Table7 belavshows the total
numberof planning decisims, the
pecentag granted and the percent
a e of decisions madein London
booughs within eight weeks in the
year and quarter ending March
2006.Téble 8 shavs the number of
planning decisions on major, minor
and other applications and the
speedof decisionin the yearand
guater ending March 2006. In
England as a whole there has been
an eight pecentag point improve-
ment in determining major applica-
tions,a six percenta@ point in
determining minor applications, and
a two percentagpoint improve-
ment in determining other applica-
tionscompaed with the correspon
ding quarter in the previous year

from page 1
Wemble will be emphasised.

Fve, as opposed to the existing
four new radial sub regons for
London are proposed whidthe GLA
feels is a more logicd arrangment,
and fi ve new SRGsincludirg retail
nead and town centre s renevable
enegy, bendimarks for children®
play and a new green grid for east
London are proposed.

Matin Smmonsrepesenting the
Assodiation of London Government
criticised the Ghe failure of the
Mayor so far to ddiver on hisinten-
tion in the O%tement of IntentGo
impove the ecanomy, vitality and
sustainability of outer London®

OWneed a mu ch more proactie
focusto raise the competitiveness of
outer LondonOsey centre sCsaid
Simmons.

UCOMichael Blwards ques-
tioned whether the pursuit of
growth was a sugtainable approad
to planning Landon and urged con-
sideation of what might happen if

immigeion or economic grovth
were cutailed,or naional palicies
reverted to encouragng regional
growth.

Sr Reter Hall asked the question
Oho far can we push growth based
on dragtic household and population
growth?@He sucgested the Mayor
shoud reconsider the more radial
Ogmwith conidos®ag suggeged in
1967 and combinethese with the
northern and north eastern ones
sugyested in 2003 to create a more
balanced approad. He also pointed
out the origina Abecrombie Green
Belt suggestion covered a mu chna-
rower band. And he thought growth
in London would force Oweispill@nd
that London should cansider extend
ing its boundaries to help deal with
this.

The formal pulblic consultation is
due to gart in Sptember and run to
December

A featue coveling the presenta
tionsand discussion in the next PilL



Decisions by type and speedof decision year ending 31 March 2006 / Jan - March 2006 (DCLGIable 8)

LondonBoroughs Total % within
major 13 weeks
decisions
City of London 87 71
Barkingand Dagenham 31 7
Barnet 102 89
Bexle/ 26 85
Brent 65 68
Bromley 89 57
Camden 57 88
Croydon 129 62
Ealing 78 60
Enfield 77 62
Greenwit 77 57
Hadkney 104 61
Hammersmithand Fulham 35 77
Haringgy 43 86
Harrow 43 51
Havering 58 83
Hillingdon 96 69
Hounslav 72 67
Islington 95 63

KensingtonandChelsea 38 66
KingstonuponThames 30 53

Lambeth 76 54
Lewisham 53 58
Merton 49 55
Newham 162 73
Redbridg 148 80
RichmonduponThames 20 75
Southwark 114 63
Sutton 70 71
Tower Hamlets 40 35
Waltham Forest 41 59
Wandsveorth 75 7
City of Westminster 76 75

Source Source: DCLG(www.communitie s.gov. uk)

Total % within  Total % within  Total
minor 8weeks other 8weeks major
decisions decisions decisions
305 87 410 84 | 22
213 89 553 97 ! 8
716 79 3,089 87 1 30
406 84 1,668 93 5
516 78 2,389 89 I 21
945 79 2,783 922 1 22
958 87 2,080 93 |, 9
921 75 2,341 87 ! 39
464 73 2,486 81 1 19
757 83 2,203 91 | 26
670 85 1,303 92 1 27
768 73 881 80 1 28
492 75 1,506 9 , 9
579 82 1,308 92 | 6
556 72 2,098 91 1 14
529 95 1,940 97 6
522 74 2,183 87 |, 18
498 75 2,024 85 ! 19
685 66 1,086 70 1 33
540 87 1,889 92 5
457 82 1,850 92 | 5
745 74 1,879 88 1 19
783 70 1,194 80 | 15
502 82 1,507 93 ! 11
483 76 770 85 1 32
1,018 84 25540 90 | 27
792 75 2,605 86 | 5
762 69 933 76 1 34
473 90 1,070 94 , 22
457 79 553 86 | 7
646 72 948 85 ! 6
782 77 2,399 89 . 15
2,269 73 4,645 84 |, 21

% within Total % within ~ Total % within
13weeks minor 8weeks other 8 weeks

decisions decisions
68 58 95 102 82
50 55 85 103 98
87 161 75 648 86
100 122 80 332 91
62 109 72 557 88
73 222 82 630 93
100 198 85 456 94
64 211 70 522 82
79 99 53 598 85
85 244 93 634 96
74 126 87 285 93
68 203 77 165 84
78 115 82 361 89
67 135 82 274 91
43 125 60 468 89
67 112 96 433 99
61 107 75 470 87
84 109 79 450 87
70 166 70 299 79
40 125 88 455 92
40 127 88 366 96
58 159 68 414 85
53 204 68 300 89
64 124 81 333 96
66 116 73 210 82
74 202 86 487 93
60 189 73 676 85
50 192 66 219 79
64 108 93 223 94
14 103 74 100 7
50 139 68 201 84
67 184 69 583 86
76 523 69 995 83

* incomplete data

Timescalesnore appealing

Betweenlly and November last
year PINS carried out a pilot to
stieamline Informd Hearing proce
dureswritesAndy Rogers.As aresult
the programme and conduct of
H e aingshas been overhauledand
decision times do seem to be
improvingHeaing dates for appeals
lodged in 2005 are now being allo-
cated for ten or eleven months after
the start and there is evidence that
Heaing appeals lodged this year will
be heard within nine or ten months.
Expect dates for Obdcto-bakd
Heaings (ie two or three in one
week) if you submit appedls to the
same planning authority.

PINS stressjn a new Protocol
issued with some Hearing documen-

tation,that dates must be accepted
promptl by all parties and appeal
papes should be complete to alow
shot and focused Hearings It is now
acceptable to ddiver final documen-
tation to PINS not later than two
weeks before the hearingdate if rele
vant policies have been updated
since the original appeal submission
or if other material evidence has
emeped D this shauld includeany
claim for costs. Late submissionsand
documents tabled at ahearingwhic
the Inspector feels are nat helpful in
reating adecision may be rejected.

It is probaby safe to advise
clients that Heaiing decisions are
now very like ly to be issted well
within twelve months from submis-

sion of an appeal (athough there is
evidence that regstration is still tak-
ing a week or more):the aerag
decisia time for a written appeal
has also falen and is now approad-
ing the target of sixteen weeks*.
Fnaly, if you realy want a faster
heaing or inquiry appeal, male sure
your scheme includes at least 12
dwellingsthese are ill being fast-
tradked through the apped system.

* The PINS website gives 19 weeks as
the average time for a written appeal
decision in May 2006 and 42 weeks as
the average for Hearings. The target
dates for decisions are five weeks from
the site visit for written appeals, and
seven weeks from a Hearing, although
they often come through faster.

iPILLO!

Heritage scandal

Pimary legislationto demolisha
building especiallywhendraftedin
secet, is agoodexampleof New
Labourhypocrisyalliedto
ignorance prejudiceand myopia.
Bravo to SimonThurley! B
unattributablecommenton the
Commonwealthinstitute scandal.

Gofor it!

OWé setout the casefor big-city
mayorsearlierthis year RuthKelly
now sasthat citieswith mayors
shouldget more powersand bigger
budgets.Our big cities shouldgo
for it.OP Dermot Finch Directorof
the Centrefor Cities.

Packsof lies?

The UrbandesignGroupseesthe
new designand accesstatements
comingin from 10th August(see
Estherkurland'sarticle in this
issue)presentinga ‘'major
opportunity for raisingdesign
standads'.But,says director Rob
Cowansomeapplicantsalready
misusethe processproducing
statementsthat are no better than
apad of lies',sothreateningto
throw the processnto disepute.

Failureof planning
SirDigbyJonesretiring director of
the CBIlblamesLabourfor “failing
to keepup with the needsof
businessandcommece,poor
educationalskills tax increasesa
failure to addessplanning
regulationsanda geneal
complacenyg" B The Times26 June.

Oldest new homesin Euope
The PolicyExchangénascalledfor
deregulationto allow development
on greenfieldland,saying that
otherwiseBiitons will have to live
in "the smallestpoldestand most
expensivenew homesin western
Euope".

2007 SustainableSummit
cancelled

"It wasa flagshipevent for the
ODPMWEe arenot the ODPM
anymore",saida DCLG
spoleswomanBut,shewent on,
Owe are still committed to John
Pescott'sSustainablé&Communities
Plan".



