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Figure 1: Number of planning applications received, decided and granted
England, quarter ending June 2005 to quarter ending June 2022

Numbers of applications
and decisions continue to drop

Latest planning performance by English districts and London boroughs:
planning applications in England between April to June 2022

OVERVIEW

Between April to June 2022, district level
planning authorities in England:

« received 106,800 applications for planning
permission, down 17 per cent from the cor-
responding quarter of 2021;

« granted 87,600 decisions, down 12 per
cent from the same quarter in 2021; this is
equivalent to 88 per cent of decisions,
down one percentage point from the same
quarter of 2027;

« decided 86 per cent of major applications
within 13 weeks or the agreed time, down
one percentage point from the same quar-
ter in 2027,

« granted 8,700 residential applications,
down nine per cent on a year earlier: 1,000
for major developments and 7,700 for
minor developments;

« granted 1,800 applications for commercial
developments, down five per cent on a year
earlier.

« decided 58,000 householder development
applications, down 16 per cent on a year
earlier.

This accounted for 58 per cent of all deci-
sions, down from 62 per cent a year earlier.
In the year ending June 2022, district level
planning authorities:

« granted 362,000 decisions, up three per
cent on the year ending June 2021; and

« granted 37,100 decisions on residential
developments, of which 4,600 were for
major developments and 32,500 were for
minor developments, down by 11 and five
per cent respectively on the year ending
June 2021.This is equivalent to a decrease
of six per cent in the overall number of resi-
dential decisions granted.
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Planning applications

Dunng Apal to June 2022, authorities undertaking
district level planning in England received 106,800
applicaticns for planning permission, down 17 per
cent froem the coresponding quarter n 2021, In
the year ending June 2022, authorities received
437,700 plamning applications, down seven per
cent on the year ending June 2021

Planning decisions

Autharities reparted 99,900 decsions on planning
applicaticns in Apnl to June 2022, a decrease of 11
per cent an the 111,700 decisions n the same
quarter of the previous year. In the year ending
June 2022, authorities decided 412,000 planning
applications, up three per cent an the number in
the year ending June 2021

Applications granted
During Apnil to June 2022, authorities granted

87600 decisions, down 12 per cent on the same
quarter in 2021, Autharities granted 88 per cent of
all decisions, down one percentage paint from the
June quarter of 2021 (Live Tables P120/P133).
Ovwerall, 82 per cent of major and minor decisions
were granted, unchanged from the quarter ending
June 2021 (PS2 development types dashboard).
Ower the 12 months to June 2022, 362,000 dea-
sions were granted, up three per cent an the figure
for the year to June 2021.

Historical context

Figure 1 shows that, since abaut 2009-10, the
numbers of applications recerved, decisions made
and applications granted have each followed a
similar pattern. As well as the usual within.year
pattern of peaks in the Summer (July to
September quarter for applications and July to
September for decisions) and troughs in the
Auturnn (October to Decernber quarter for appli-
caticns and Jaruary to March quarter for decs-
sicns), there was a clear downward trend during
the 2008 econamic dawnturn, fallowed by a peni-
od of stability leading to a large dip in 2020 fol-
lawing the start of the pandermic and a subse.
quent recovery in early 2021, including a particular
peak n applications recened

Regional breakdowns

Table 2 shows how numbers of applications
recerved, decisions made and decisicns granted
varied by regicn It also shows haw the percentage
of deasiors granted varies widely by region, from
81 per cent in London ta 94 per cent in the North
East

Speed of decisions

< In Aprl to June 2022, 8BS per cent of major appli-
cations were decided within 13 weeks

or within the agreed timeS, down ane percentage
point frem the same quarter a year earier.

Figure 3: Speed of decision-making, by type of development
Local planning authorities, quarter ending June 2022

Percentage of decisions on time
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« In the same guarter, B2 per cent of minar appli-
catians were decided within eight weeks or the
agreed time, up ane percentage point from a year
carlier

« Also in the same quarter, 87 per cent of other
applications were decided within eight weeks or
the agreed time, up ane percentage paint from a
year earlier.

Figure 3 summarises the distributicn of the
percentage of decisions made in time across
autherities for major, minar and ather develop-
ments using box and whisker plots. The ends of the
box are the upper and lawer quartiles, meaning
that S0 per cent of local autharties fall within this
rarge, with the harizontal line in the centre of the
box representing the median The whiskers are the
twa lines above and below the box that extend to
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Planning decisions by development type, speed of decision and
local planning authority. All tables and figures can be found here:

https://tinyurl.com/ycyadymv

the highest and lowest cbsenvations (the range)
Figure 3 shows that the vanaticn in percentage of
decisions made in time this quarter is widest
between authorities for major developments (0 to
100 per cent), followed by minor developments
(11 ta 100 per cent) and ather developments (40
to 100 per cent).

Use of performance agreements

Table 4 summanses the recent use of perfarmance
agreementsé. it shaws that they are mare com-
monly used for major developments than minor or
other developments, with 74 per cent of major

Source: DLUHC/ONS

decisicns made during Apri ta June 2022 invelving
a planning agreement, compared with 50 per cent
of miner decisions, 37 per cent of other decisions
and 41 per cent of all decisions (also shown in
Reference Table 2). Figure 4 shows, from 2010,
numbers of decisions on major developments
made nvolving a performance agreement, com-
pared with numbers of major developments with-
out a performance agreement. The undertying his-
tonical figures are avadable in the PS2 develop-
ment type dashboard. Natwithstanding definition-
al changes, there has been a marked increase in

the use of agreements since early 2013 This »>>

Figure 7: Number of planning applications decided by district authorities, by type of

development

England, quarter ending June 2011 to quarter ending June 2022

16,000
14,000
12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000

Number of decisions

2,000

0

1112 1213

www.planninginlondon.com

1314 14-15 15-18 1817 17-18

Quarter ending

“Minor commercial === Major residential

18.19 1620 20-21

2122 -

~Minor residential

Issue 123 October-December 2022 29



BRIEFING | PLANNING PERFORMANCE

> longer upward trend has been driven by both the
additional scope for recarding them and their
additional use.

Performance of individual district level
local planning authorities
Live Tables P157a and P153 present data on the
performance of district level lecal planning au-
therities against the latest published eriterion n
Improving planning perfarmance: critenia for desig-
nation on the speed of decision-making for
informing deasions on the designation of poorty
per- farming lecal plarning autherities under sec
tion 628 of the Town and Country Planning Act
1990. In particular, Live Table P151a gives detailed
figures for the ime taken for major decisions to be
made over the eight most recent quarters and Live
Table P153 presents data for the time taken by dis
trict level local planning authonties for deasions
on ‘non-major developments’ (defined as minor
developments, changes of use and househalder
developments) to be made over the eight most
recent quarters

Similarly, Live Table P152a, presents data an the
performance of district level lecal planning au-
therities against the latest published eriterion n
Improving planning perfarmance: critenia for desig-
nation on the guality of decision-making for
assessing perfarmance under secticn 628 of the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, In particular,
it gives detailed figures for the percentage of
majar decisions subject to a successful planning
appeal, by matching eght quarters of the depart
ment’s data cn decisions and all available quarters
of Planning Inspectorate data on appeals. This
table is usually published a few weeks after the
statistical release and most of the cther live tables,
to take accaunt of the latest appeals data

Live Table P154 presents data for the percent
age of decisions an non-major developments (as
defined for Table P153) subject to a successiul
planning appeal, by matching eight quarters of the
department’s data on decisions and all available
quarters of Planning Inspectorate data on ap
peals. Like Table P152a, this table = usually pub
lished a few weeks after the statustical release and
mast of the other live tables, to take account of
the latest appeals data.

Residential decisions

In Apri to June 2022, 12,000 decsicns were made
on applications for residential 7 developments, of
which 8700 (732 per cent) were granted. The num
ber of residential decisions made decreased by
cight per cent frem the June quarter of 2021, wath
the number granted decreasing by nine per cent
The number of major residental decisions granted
decreased by 16 per cent to 1,000, and the num
ber of minor residential decisions granted
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decreased by eight per cent, to 7,700 (Live Table
P120A, and the PS2 develocpment type dashboard).

In the year ending June 2022, autherities grant-
ed 4,600 major and 32,500 minar residential
applicaticns, down by 11 per cent and five per cent
respectively on the year ending June 2022 (Live
Table P120A and the PS2 local planning authorities
dashboard). This s equivalent to a decrease of six
per cent in the avenall number of residential dea
sions granted

Residential units
The figures collected by the Department are the
numbers of decisions an planning applications
submitted to local planning authorities, rather
than the number of units included in each applica
tian, such as the number of hames in the case of
housing developments. The department supple
ments this mformation by cbtaining statistics an
housing parmassicns from a contractor, Glenigan 8
The latest provisional figures show that permassion
for 280,000 homes was given in the year to 30
June 2022, down 16 per cent from the 334,000
homes granted parmassion i the year to 30 June
2021

On an ongoing basis, figures are revised to
ensure that any duplicates are removed as far as
possible, and alse to include ary projects that lacal
planning authanties may not have processed they
are therefore subject to change, and the latest
quarter's provisional figures tend to be revised
upwards. These figures are provided here to gve
contextual mformation to wusers and have not been
designated as National Statestics

Commercial decisions

In April to June 2022, 2,100 decisions were made
on applcatiors for commercial developments, of
which 1,800 (89 per cent) were granted The total
number of commercial decisions granted de.
creased by frve per cent on the same quarter of
2021. In the year ending June 2022, 7,700 apphi
cations far commercial developments were grant-

FIGS

Applications for pricr approvals for permet-
ted development rights reported by
district planning authorities

England, thirty-three quarters from April
2014 to june 2022

ed, up four per cent on the year ending June 2021

Trends in numbers of residential

and commercial decisions

Historically, numbers of residential decisicns
dropped shamply during 2008 (particularly for
minor decsions) then increased from 2012, before
decreasing since about 2018 (major dedsiars) and
2019 (minor decisions)

Numbers of commercial decisions also
decreased shamply during 2008 and then stabilised
at around 2,100 per year for major and 10,000 per
year for minor commerdial decisions, but have
undergone some further decreases recently, partic
ularly for minar decisions.

Trends in the percentage of residential

and commercial decisions granted

The percentages of major and minar residential
decisions granted increased between 2008/09
(from about &5 per cent for each type) and
2010/17 (to abaut 80 per cent for majar develop

ments and about 75 per cent for miner develop

ments) and have stabilised since then, at just aver
80 per cent for major developments and just
under 75 per cent for minor developments. The
percentages of major and minor commercial deci

sions granted increased steaddy, from 89 and 85
per cent respectively in 2007/08, to 94 and 91 per
cent respactively in 2014/15, and have both been
largely stable since then

Houscholder developments

Hauseholder developments are those develop

ments to a residence which require planning per

massion such as extensions, loft conversicns and
conservatones (moare details are in the glassary
accessible from the Definitions section of the
Technical Notes). The number of decsions made
on heusehalder developments was 58,000 in the
quarter ending June 2022, accounting for 58 per
cent of all decisions, down from 62 per cent of all
decisicns made in the quarter ending June 2021

Prior approval
not required,
163,400

Granted,
67,500

Authonties granted 90 per cent of these applica
tions and decided 88 per cent within eight weeks
or the agreed time.

Permission in Principle/Technical
Details consent decisions
Since 16 April 2017, local planning autherities have
had the ability to grant permassion in prnciple
(PiP) to sites which have been entered on their
brownfield land registers Where sites have a gra

of permission in principle, applicants have been
able to submit an applicatian for Technical Detail

Carsent (TDC) for development on these sites
In addition, since 1 June 2018, it has alsc been pas
sible to make an applicaticn for PiP for minor
housing-led development as a separate applica
tion, independently of the brownfield register
Where a site has been granted PiP following an
application, it is possible to apply for a TDC and 2
determmnation period of five weeks applies as 2t is
minor develcpment. Extensions of time may be
agreed

TDC applicaticns have a 10-week determina
tion period far major development and a five-
week determination period for minor develop
ment. Extensions of time may be agreed and
where it is an Ervironmental Impact Assessment
(E1A) development, the 16.week determination
penod applies.

Major public service infrastructure
development decisions
Since 1 August 2027, major public service infras
tructure developments - broadly defined as major
developments (excluding Environmental Impact
Assessments) for schools, haspitals and eriminal
justice accommodation - have been subject to an
accelerated decision-making timetable under
which they are to be determined within 10 weeks
instead of falling within the normal 13.week
determination pericd

Separate figures on magor public service infras
tructure development decisions have been collect
ed an the quarterly PS2 retum with effect from 1
Octaber 2021 They are pravided at local plarning
authority level in Leve Table MJPSL In summary,
during October to December 2021, lecal planning
authortties reported fove such decsions, of which
four were granted and all five were decded within
10 weeks aor the agreed time. During January to
March 2022 there were eight decisicns, of which
all eight were granted and seven were decided in
time. During April to June 2022 there were 10
deasiars, of which all 10 were granted and eight
were decided in time.
Permitted development rights

Planning permissicn for some types of develop
ment has been granted nationally through legisla
tion, and the resulting rights are known as ‘permit
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Figure 10: Applications for determination and prior approvals for permitted development
rights decided by district planning authorities
England, quarter ending June 2014 (o quarter ending June 2022
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ted development rights’. In some cases, # the legs
lation is complied with, developments can go
ahead without the requrement to notify the lecal
planning autherity and hence no way of captunng
data exasts In other cases, the legslation requires
an application ta the local planning autherity to
determine whether prior approval is required
(more details are n the Definitions section of the
Technical Nates). A lecal planning autharity can
withdraw specific permitted development rights
across a defined geographical area, bringing these
types of develcpment within the control of the
main planning process 13

The results for the latest quarter far which they
have been collected (April ta June 2022) are
inclded in Live Tables PDR1 (local autherity level
figures) and PDR2 (England totals) Of the 7,400
applications reparted i the April to June quarter
of 2022, prior approval was not required for 4,200
and permission was granted for 1,600 and refused
far 1,600 This resulted in an overall acceptance
rate14 of 78 per cent Larger householder exten
sions accounted far 69 per cent of applications
(5,100), with six per cent relating to change of use
from agricultural to residential and 18 per cent
relating to "All other' permitted development
nghts.

Taking i) granted applications and ii) thase for
which pricr approval was not required together,
S.800 applicaticns were approved without having
to go through the full planning process, down 28
per cent from a year earlier Within the 28 per cent
decrease in the reported total number of PDR
apphcations between Apail to June 2027 and April
to June 2022
« larger householder extensions decreased by 29
per cent;

« change of use from agricultural to residential
decreased by 12 per cent; and

« 'all other' permitted development rights
decreased by 18 per cent

Part of the decrease in the averall total
between April ta June 2021 and Apnil to Jure 2022
s due to applications under the PDR for change of
use from office to residential na longer being able
to be submitted after 31 July 2021: 600 such
applications were reported for the Apnil to june
2021 quarter

A new PDR for Commercial, business and ser
vice toa residential use was created with effect
from 1 August 2021, Figures for ths were collected
for the first time = October to December 20217,
when - to quote unrocunded figures - 138 applhica
tians were recorded. Of these, prior approval was
not required for 17, 64 were granted and 57 were
refused. In January to March 2022, 196 applica-
tions were recarded, of which prior approval was
not re-quired for 18, 113 were granted, and 65
wererefused. In Apal to June 2022, 231 applica-
tions were recarded, of which prior approval was
not re- quired for 42, 119 were granted, and 70
were refused

Figures for the total number of permitted
development right applications made far changes
to residential use for quarters from July to
Septermber 2014 are given in the quarterly work-
sheets in Live Table PDR1.These shaw that a total
of 800 applications for changes to residential use
were reported in Apel to June 2022, of which S00
(€3 per cent) were given the go-ahead without
having to po through the full planning pracess.

Overall durng the thirty-three quarters15 end
ng June 2022, distnct planning authonties report-
ed 289 800 applicaticns far priar approvals for per
mitted developments. For 163,400 (S6 per cent) of
them prior approval was not required, 67,500 (23
per cent) were granted and 58,900 (20 per cent)
were refused (Figure 9)
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