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Owen Whalley
Service Head-Planning and Building Control

Pete Smith
Development Control Manager
020 7364 5355

Michael Bell
Strategic Planning Manager
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Waltham Forest
Town Hall
Forest Road
London E17 4JF
020 8496 3000
www.walthamforest.gov.uk

Shifa Mustafa
Executive Director of Environment and
Regeneration
020 8496 6735
shifa.mustafa@walthamforest.gov.uk

Steven Boyes
Interim Assistant Director of Development
and Leisure
020 8496 6898
steven.boyes@walthamforest.gov.uk

Keith Hanshaw
Director of Public Realm
020 8496 2511
keith.hanshaw@walthamforest.gov.uk

Wandsworth
Borough Planner’s Service
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Wandsworth High Street
London SW18 2PU
www.wandsworth.gov.uk

Seema Manchanda
Assistant Director (Planning and
Environmental Services)
020 8871 6626
smanchanda@wandsworth.gov.uk

Tim Cronin
Head of Development Control
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John Stone
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jstone@wandsworth.gov.uk
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West Group Manager
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City of Westminster
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Rosemarie MacQueen
Strategic Director
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Barry Smith
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Boris Johnson
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Design for London
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More London, London SE1 2AA
E: info@designforlondon.gov.uk
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Stuart Harrison
Assistant Director
Sustainable Planning
020 8583 5212
Stuart.harrison@hounslow.gov.uk

Jan Henson
Economic Development
020 8583 2420

Islington Planning
LB Islington
PO Box 3333
222 Upper Street London N1 1YA
www.islington.gov.uk

Karen Sullivan
Service Director
Planning & Development
020 7527 2949

Andrew Marx (interim)
Head of Development Management
020 7527 2045

Kevin Henson (interim)
Head of Development Management
020 7527 2962

Sakiba Gurda
Team Leader 
Spatial Planning
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Director Regeneration Strategy and
Partnerships
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￼
Kensington and Chelsea
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Hornton Street London W8 7NX
020 7361 3012
www.rbkc.gov.uk/planning

Jonathan Bore
Executive Director of Planning and Borough
Development

Graham Stallwood
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Penelope Tollitt
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020 7361 2017
Penelope.tollitt@rbkc.gov.uk

Jo Hammond
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town centre management)

The Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames
Guildhall 2,
High Street
Kingston upon Thames KT1 1EU
020 8547 5002
www.kingston.gov.uk/planning

Roy Thompson
Director of Place
Roy.thompson@rbk.kingston.gov.uk

Jennifer Dearing
Interim Head of Planning and Transport

Robert Dolata
Interim Group Manager LDF and Policy

Nicola Smith
Group Manager Development

Narinder Lakhan
Lead Officer (Development Management)

David Horkan
Lead Officer
(Development Management)

Lambeth Planning
Phoenix House
10 Wandsworth Road
London SW8 2LL
020 7926 1180
www.lambeth.gov.uk/planning
www.lambeth.gov.uk/regeneration
tpac@lambeth.gov.uk

Alison Young Divisional Director for Planning,
Regeneration and Enterprise

Andy Gutherson
Interim Head of Development Control

Zbig Blonski
Head of Strategy and Planning Policy
020 7926 1233
zblonski@lambeth.gov.uk

￼
London Borough of Lewisham
Town Hall
Catford London SE6 4RU
www.lewisham.gov.uk

Gavin Cooper
Development Manager
020 8314 9271
gavin.cooper@lewisham.gov.uk

John Miller
Head of Planning
020 8314 8706
john.miller@lewisham.gov.uk

Chris Brodie
Growth Area Manager
020 8314 9162
chris.brodie@lewisham.gov.uk

Joost Van Well
Development Manager South
020 8314 9284
joost.vanwell@lewisham.gov.uk

Louise Holland
Development Manager North
020 8314 9337
louise.holland@lewisham.gov.uk

￼

Merton Civic Centre
London Road
Morden
Surrey SM4 5DX
020 8545 3052
www.merton.gov.uk/planning
esenquiries@merton.gov.uk

Chris Lee
Director of Environment & Regeneration

John Hill
Head of Public Protection & Development

James McGinlay
Head of Sustainable Communities

Neil Milligan
Development & Building Control Manager

Paul McGarry
Future Merton Manager

￼

London Borough of Newham
Newham Dockside 
1000 Dockside Road
London E16 2QU
www.newham.gov.uk

John East
Divisional Director-Planning and
Development
020 3373 8171

Peter Rose
Development Control
020 3373 4490
peter.rose@newham.gov.uk

Deirdra Armsby
Spatial Planning and Regeneration
020 3373 7710￼

Redbridge
London Borough of Redbridge
128-142 High Road
Ilford London IG1 1DD
020 8554 5000
www.redbridge.gov.uk

Stewart Murray
Chief Planning and Regeneration Officer
020 8708 2068
stewart.murray@redbridge.gov.uk

Fiona Dunning
Head of Development
Management
020 8708 2052
Fiona.dunning@redbridge.gov.uk

Mark Lucas
Head of Inward Investment and Enterprise
020 8708 2143
mark.lucas@redbridge.gov.uk

John Pearce
Head of Planning Policy and Environment
020 8708 2843
john.pearce@redbridge.gov.uk

London Borough of Richmond Upon Thames
Civic Centre
44 York Street
Twickenham TW1 3BZ
0845 612 2660
customer.service@richmond.gov.uk

Paul Chadwick
Director of Environment
020 8891 7870

Jon Freer
Assistant Director, Development and Street
Scene
020 8891 7319

Philip Wealthy
Head of Policy and Design
020 8891 7320

Robert Angus
Development Control Manager
020 8891 7271

London Borough of Southwark
160 Tooley Street
London SE1 2QH
020 7525 5000
www.southwark.gov.uk

Annie Shepperd
Chief Executive
020 7525 7171
annie.shepperd@southwark.gov.uk

Gill Davies
Strategic Director of Environment and
Leisure
020 7525 0899
gill.davies@southwark.gov.uk

￼

Sutton Civic Offices 
St Nicholas Way
Sutton SM1 1EA

Planning Department
Environmental Services Offices,
24 Denmark Road,
Carshalton, Surrey SM5 2JG
020 8770 5000
www.sutton.gov.uk

Darren Richards
Executive Head of Planning and Transport
020 8770 5070
Darren.richards@sutton.gov.uk

Karen Fossett
Head of Development Services
Karen.fossett@sutton.gov.uk

Tower Hamlets
The Planning Office
Mulberry Place (AH)
PO Box 55739
5 Clove Crescent London E14 2BE
020 7364 5009
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Sir Terry Farrell

As part of the London Festival of Architecture I was invited to
give the inaugural Wren Lecture in aid of the INSPIRE! Appeal
which aims to raise £2.5 million for vital work to St Bride’s
Church, one of Wren’s undisputed masterpieces.

Wren’s contribution to London as an architect is unsur-
passed and the inscription on his tomb “if you seek my monu-
ment, look around you” is as true today as it was in the 18th
Century. Wren was of a generation of revolutionary thinkers the
like of which had never  been seen before and in all likelihood
will never be seen again. The two cultures debate that emerged
during this era of enlightenment was an incredibly powerful and
in some respects uniquely British phenomena. When Blake
depicted Newton he was lamenting the limitations of science
through the medium of artistic expression. 

This dichotomy between the rational, ‘top down’ approach
which has pervaded architectural and planning theory ever since
and the creative, artistic approach that celebrates complexity
and diversity is still very much in evidence today.

Wren’s plan for London was thankfully never implemented
and I think it was revealing how an architect of his stature
approached a city wide plan. London, unlike Paris, was never
rebuilt according to a grand plan and has a long history of
adapting and making incremental changes that is more like the
self ordering that we see in nature than anything Haussman
would identify with. The closest Wren came to this was
‘Haussmannising the skies’ as a result of the peculiarly British
and arbitrary legislation protecting views  of St Pauls that have
determined where all our tall buildings are. 

Later attempts by Abercrombie to impose a plan that was
civil engineering led were also rejected in favour of working with
the grain and I believe we must learn lessons about this natural
inclination to evolve organically and move away from the iconic
and gestural planning that has been favoured even in recent
years (as was evident at the South Bank and Paternoster
Square) over  what works and what manifestly does not work in
the context of London.

One of the most extreme examples of this was the debate
over Mansion House where the architectural community were
almost unanimously in favour of Mies van der Rohe’s plan (pic-
tured here along with my alternative scheme produced for
SAVE Britain’s Heritage at the time). I believe the debate has
moved in the right direction, albeit slowly and painfully, away
from a Corbusian view of the world towards a paradigm that
Jane Jacobs would be more familiar with. It is no coincidence
that this has happened at the same time as most other indus-
tries have moved from a ‘Fordist’ model of mass production to a
more open and bottom up model that celebrates diversity and
consumer customization driven by the internet.

My work advising the Mayor in recent years on the impor-
tance of high streets and the public realm has manifested itself
in projects that my practice has been working on such as Earls
Court, Holborn and Vauxhall. The imperative has been about
placemaking and the subordinate role of the ‘object’ (as in build-
ings) over the surrounding streets, squares and public spaces.
One of the early proponents of such an approach was John
Nash who understood that working with the existing urban
grain was vital as can be seen in his incremental and phaseable
plans for Regents Street which I am still fighting today to rein-
state and celebrate as the ‘Nash Ramblas’.

Throughout London major regeneration projects are stitch-
ing back together again black holes in the fabric many of which
are situated along London’s lost and industrialised rivers such as
Counters Creek, The Fleet and The River Lea. the important thing
is to really analyse these patterns and get under the skin of a
city that has built up layer after layer over many hundreds of
years.

The most successful projects that are moving forward these
days are not trying to reinvent but instead celebrating the key
ingredients that make London the most liveable city in the
world. There is an old Irish saying that if you want to get there I
wouldn’t start from here. I suppose my appeal is that here is not
such a bad place to start after all. n
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