
SHAPING LONDON: TERRY FARRELL

Over the summer I went to the Shanghai Expo as a
keynote speaker and guest of UKTI and the RIBA . I
and our Hong Kong office also participated in a
s e ries of workshops and ch a r rettes held by the
R I BA . At the same time I launched the Chinese ve r-
sion of my book Shaping London, wh i ch is selling
very well in China. I think there is enormous re s p e c t
for and interest in British town planning and arch i-
t e c t u re – and indeed London – and it is gratifying to
see the enthusiasm with wh i ch a book that might
be re ga rded as a little esoteric is being re c e i ved in
C h i n a .

The trip to Expo was re a l ly very interesting in
that the exhibition itself was as if sited on an enor-
mous airfi e l d , a hu ge expanse of tarmac, with highly
attention-seeking pavilions having been dro p p e d
f rom a height more or less at ra n d o m . In other
wo rd s , the whole event was entire ly about the
buildings as objects; a wonderful exemplar of non-
planning and a complete disre ga rd for the spaces
b e t ween these. The public realm was virt u a l ly non-
existent – this was an arch i t e c t u ral zo o.

One of the most ex t ra o rdinary aspects of the
Shanghai expo was the sheer quantity of people
and the queuing in cattle pens in 40 degree heat,
but one couldn’t help but be moved by the sheer
e n t husiasm and pride of the Chinese people wh o
we re often queuing for seve ral hours for their ow n
p av i l i o n , but also some of the other major ones.

My favo u rite pavilion was the South Af ri c a n

Pavilion wh i ch in Ro b e rt Ve n t u ri ’s terms is a simple
but large decorated shed surrounded by peculiar
and interesting shapes or ‘ d u ck s ’ , as Ve n t u ri wo u l d
h ave called them. But however good they are , a f t e r
the Expo has gone pavilions will not leave mu ch of
an enduring lega cy. I think London’s Oly m p i c s , if it
does manage to create the high quality parks,
s t re e t s , s q u a re s , ga rd e n s , ri ver va l l eys and so on, as it
looks like it will, London itself will be the star of
2 0 1 2 .

I was reminded of my visit to Lisbon Expo in
1 9 9 8 , wh i ch was a complete contrast from this

point of view. All the effo rt had gone into public
realm (though there we re wonderful pavilions too).
The ga rd e n s , fo u n t a i n s , wa l k s , ch i l d re n ’s play are a s ,
l e i s u re areas and wonderful outdoor public enter-
tainment and outdoor events we re the real star of
the show. If Shanghai needs any t h i n g, it is high
quality public realm and more considered tow n
p l a n n i n g. It is growing at an ex t re m e ly rapid pace,
d ri ven by new infra s t ru c t u re rather than a place-
making appro a ch .

On my final night, at a re s t a u rant on the 30th
fl o o r, I looked across the ri ver at Pudong and the
Bund and re flected on the 15 ye a rs I’ve been go i n g
to Shanghai and how it was becoming a mega city
in such a short space of time. It is fo l l owing the
path of Hong Kong in the 1990s, N ew York in the
1920s and London more than one hu n d red ye a rs
a go. It is a booming city. It reminded me that the
ch a racter of cities is often fi xed by the periods in
wh i ch they have grown and ch a n ged ra p i d ly.
London is a great Vi c t o rian city, N ew York is art
d e c o, and Shanghai is a city of the new century. I t
will be fascinating to look back in 20 ye a rs to see if
t h ey got things ri g h t .■

Sir Terry Fa r re l l ’s new regular column. H e re he says it will be fascinating to look
b a ck in 20 ye a rs to see if Shanghai got things ri g h t .
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S h a n g h a i , city of the 21st Ce n t u r y
The ch a racter of cities is often fi xed by the periods in wh i ch they have grown and ch a n ged ra p i d ly. L o n d o n
is a great Vi c t o rian city, N ew York is art deco, and Shanghai is a city of the new century.
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